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A is 2 2 in Deference 
to Jour 's Fudgment 
that I was prevail de Tos this 
Sermon; ſo the Hopes of its being * 
more ſerwuſly conſider d, by reaſon 4 
of Tour Approbation, by all that know 
excellently Tour Lordſhip hath 
acquitted Tour ſelf in the ſame Pro- 
vince, encourages me to make this 
Dedication, 

T had obſerv'd in my little reading 
of 'the Fathers, - how much they de- 
pended in their Diſcourſes on this Sub- 
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Siet and ye viſited me {was a dere and * 
Ye came unto me. ' 

ye 40. Fri T ſay unto you," in as ack 
48 je have done it to one of the leaſt of 
_ theſe my Algen, Je have 2 unto 
me. 


Hardy. che Diry I he come hither 
to recommend, and you to put in 
Practice, as it is the particular Sub- 
ject of zheſe Words, ſo it will be 
Jr 2 Matter of Enquiry at the General 
ent. A Duty capable of being urged 

by o man nts, 1 the very Copi- 
ouſneſs of the Subject makes it unweildy ; 
it being more eaſie 2 into a Volume, 
5 hs keep within the narrow Compaſs of a 
on. That therefore I be not too prolix, 

I mult decline a juſt and full Treatiſe on this 


Noble Subject, and tie my ſelf to this one ſin- 


gle Conſiderarion; Me particular Notice that 


will be. taken, and the bi ioh Value that will be ſet 


an theſe kind of good Works at the Great: Day of 
25 When the Judge will gire this Rea- 
n lor his abſolying and rewarding the Righ- 
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that Alms-deeds will in a moſt eminent 


Univerſal Righteou 


- Nanees of Self-denial; ir is not * 


which Words F ſhalt | to your 
Movie recommend to y 


1. As 6 comprehenſive Motivp 


to. Alms- 


3 5 uſeful Di- 
2 5 
rity; and then 


3. Cloſe all with — Three uſ ul In- 
ferences f from theſe Premiſes. . 

(.) As.8 Motive to Charity, we may obſervg 
two Particulars in theſe W6rds: 

1. That particular Notice will be taken of 
Works of Charity atthe general Judgment. 

2. That a high Value will be = on.them, 
as ſo many Acts of Mercy done to Chriſt him- 


felf in his own Perſon. g 
(1. ) Since it is manifeſt from theſe Wor 


rticular manner be took notice of in the 

Hons we may thence make theſe two 
cluſipns: 

x. That in God's Eſteem theſe kind Soc 


Works have 2 peculiar Excellence above all 


others ; And 
2. That they ar ary. the ſureſt Evidence of 
els, or ſaving Grace. Two 
Conſiderations that muſt needs weigh much 
with every wiſe Man, that firmly believes 


the Chriſtian Revelations, 


1. For che firſt, When all racional Beings 


| ſhall be convened before the Bar of end! 


when Angels and Men ſhall be SpeRators o 


the Righteous Man's Trial; it is not Martyr- 
bay! in 1 God's 8 it is not ſingular Piery 


e, and z perverſe Genera- 


te A 
1 dence in ſome ſevere In- 


road it is not 


998 his Horibur. 
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Drink to % bird) bath to the 1010 or or 
any other Ad A to aily the leaſt of hits 
Brethcen in Aftreſs.” X 


AN muſt we not 1a conclude, that 
Chri 


doth 'moſt highly value this kind of 

3 Work s; which among all ths other Gra- 

Ces. of a Ripiroous Man, he chuſ: es to ment” 
dn for cheir Honour before that ere 

aug oſt 8 Can any be more able 


1 Buag et a Me the Worth Ae Excellence 


FA Aa ons n he whom God hatch conſti- 
fed 1 of all the World? . 5 can a- 
fy thing then be more reaſonable, an that 
wh conform our Judgment to his, und give 

the preference to Atms-deeds at preſent, which 
Chriſt himſelf will prefer before all others. at 


the general Judgment? Eſpecially, fince | it 


hence follows, 


2. That theſe kind of g bod Wark: are the me 


duſneſs ur ſaving Grace.” The Jud orld 
here concludes all thoſe fincerely: Dgheoous, 
who had been eminently Charitable. Come, 
ſays he td the Righteous, come ye Bled of, my 
Father, -— nfl I was an. bungred, and ye gave me 
Meat "Se. g. d. I know you all 15 the 
V Cie rem of my Father, and ſincerely Rigt- 
J Wous, betauſe you always had ſo tender a 
* Compaſſion for me, and were fo ready co 
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7759 de Vel Gharby but Kuen 
en, tbou Aft 4785 to have: 5 Portion her 
| ter With accuſed rites, - Whereas Pi 1 | 
et oft. with Sea Corniling's 8 Fare iy 


5 med by his Alms 3s ſure to be 07 
ful to Heaven,, Whatever other Gee, Hog 
haſt been eminent 5 wo be to, thee, if thou 


appear before this Tribtinal (when nothing 
without Mercy” can fave re.thee) ſurrounded by 
* Wh phies of Op 7 eſfion, & but geſtitute 
naments of Merc Charity 
Wok ich will be chiky wo took notice ot 
before Angels and Men at the laſt Judgment, 
muſt e it a peguliar Excellence; and 
that whic b, yall be the and. Criterion, of | 
Sincerity then, ought to be looked on as a . 
yery 0 neceſſary Duty at preſent: Which is the | | 
Motive to Alms-deeds-in my Text. | 
(2. The other is taken from the bigh Value that | 
will be ſet on ſuch. good Works, as ſo — Ad of 
Love e Fo Cbri Biz Hin bil own Perſon. Ver 
9.12 „ n, in as * as ye have it, 
rr og ods 4. the 


e of this Argument, I ſhall, 
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Office done t Man Mage gat 
eſt and moſt deſiitute Men. for. his- b 
partakors of: che fe Fleſh,and Blood which 
he aſſumedt him fe, and.therefo 98 im 
ſelſ concerned 3 . N 
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iE. ! Moredvers exery Chnifl Men 
2 Wen whe Teen on 
-infomuch, fat whoever, relieves & 
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r of Chriſt's 
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ee on his 
as a 2 very tender 
Ege Nazi, wha & dans for hin n har 


1 , is al ho well as a Kindneſs 


done to himſe And conſequently, the di- 
rect Tendenęy our, Charity hath toward. the 
aAdrancing if Chrift's Honour, and crediting the 


ion which he inſtituted, may reaſona- 
® im, ſufficient to render ic grate- 
A him, as Kindneſs done to-himfelf. 
Hae now let us reſume theſe Particulars, 


t it ma 2 I, A * 1 
1 „ ir 69 by charitable: 


"at's in "or theſe reſpeds, What we do to the 
leaſt of his Brethren, NA Gone 


S Heel — 8 2 _. l 1 * 
911% Ongtit ut 


to dhe us 5 to give 
Ir Man,that be « partaler of the 
we, which Chrift aſſumed ar bis 
&/ whe Duty owing to eve- 
ry Man from the ing of the World; as 
be bears 78 Image and our own ; but firice 
> Incarnation, we lie under a new Obliga- 
tion to be kind to him, as he bears the Image 
of the 71 * God A This is © new 

Motive to Charity ; an Argument to 

pare Chriſtian.” And from 3 Force of this 
me cuſtomary throughour all Chri- 
2 to be more than ordinarily liberal 


in Alms-deeds, at % at that time of the Yer which 


the Church” hath ſet apart for the Annual 
Irwarnation and 
ativity. But though the Cuſtom be 


Hutlable, yet I ſee not why we, have — 


fame Reaſon to be charitable .alb: the Lear 


long as at Chriſtmas : Becauſe the poor Man 


bears the * of Chriſt 5 Hae TR | 1 | 


"=: 


Chriftan Heroes to Aimed to Alms-deeds. | 
a5 mugh all the Year,” as at r char partigulas. 


time. ry 

2, To this add, e ne f We relies 
Chriſtian tn difireſs, we are ful to a Member 
of Chrifts own Body ; not 2 one of - the. 
ſame Nature with Chrift and our own, 
but one of the ſame Religion that Chriſt ine: 
ſtituted, and we fs ; a Member of that 
Society, to which it is our greateſt Honour 
and Happineſs chat we belong; and of which 
Chriſt Kimfſelf is the fupreme Head. Vi are om. 22. 
all one Body in Chrift, fays St. 125 and every 
one Members ont of another. How —— cen. 


Bead, + 


; j oughtithisto make us ta do. good, as have 
3 Orrerune r 4b Men, eſpecially to os. that Gal. 6. 10. 
axe f the Honſhold of Faith? How gladly would. 


| a-Loyal Subject catch at an 9 rtunity of 
doing a good Office to any of Royal Fa- 

- mily, or in near Relarian to his Prince, 
, whom he ſhould find in diſtreſs? Why ! The 
poor Chriſtian, hom thou ſeeſt in diſtreſs, 
; 


is one of God's on Family, one nearly re- 
lated to thy God, thy King, thy Saviour. In 4 
this his diſtreſſed Brother,Chriſt himſelf ask- ö 

\ 


eth thee an Alms, and canſt thou deny him a 
Morſel of Bread, or a of S moo. 
ſpared not his own A for thee 
ys St. Hierome, as thou ffretebeſt out thy tel; 10 1 
give, think 4 Chriſt, and be afraid f board-Ep. 10. ad | 
2 Riehes, when thy Lord God ſtands by Furiam. 
an Alms. 2 „ſaith Salvian, lv. ds a 
Chat ** nothing of tber for bimalf, bat. in gel. Can | 
bis Pity or Sympatbix ing Love be. oft * in, thel, p. | 
and ab for bis —— and Bretbren. bot is 473- A 
} it then but downright Mockery, wich) a full | 4 
ok nr ferry o'r for whar he did ante : | 7 
"44 in his own Perſon, Wie 8 2 
| your fa 2 92 
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7 which add, 

N _ How: much - I. our Gharlty + "#6 the 

11 Reli im. r this 1 191 its rea Glory, J 
# it conſifts not in how. jejune Speculati- 


— empty Crremonigt; age in ay =} | 
1 Ref zou Cant; by 
ad py % Men. An 
this Was the Triumph of the Primitiye — 
__ MtianApologiſtsover: che — — Philoſo 
dae chey could: emily eee 
zue, great things.” Apen queſti 
beſt Chriſtians, chat 40 the moſt — gx — 
talks loud of her Ams, baren dene com- 4 
re the publick Charities — Proteſtants in 
"IE Nation; ſince our ha pm, 
with'the moſt Charitable Ages of our Popifh 
Anceſtors. For it were — to demonſtrate; 
that more noble Monuments of Subſtantial 
Charity have been erected among us on the 
true Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, than 
Men were ever wheedled into for the. ſame 
compaſs of time, by che falſe ines of 
Humane Satisfaction and Merits. And, doth ic 
not concern us fti the Honpur of Chriſt 
1 and that Holy Religion which. we profeſs 
94 in the ſame Purity he taught it, not to permit 
x its Reputation to ſink in our Hands, chrough 
© our Parſimony and Uncharitableneſs, 
Was it not enough to animate the pilot in- 
to a contempt of a dreadful Storm, to be told, 
tteat he was intruſted with Cæſar and bis For- 
5 tunes? And will not this raiſe thee to a Con- 
> __  rempt of Riches, that Chriſt hath intruſted 
F himſelf and the Honour of his: Religion! in thy 
0 30. I ſhall cloſe this Argument with St. Chry- 
N e on * Words of my — 
and 
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fue ae. the Sentence, ced againſt 
the 6 For ET: favs he, oſe 
are juſtly puniſhed 19 05 (hole that denied to re- 
lieye Chriſt in jay of W xt Brethren.) 
and theſe beſe crowned f Grd e. (Le. Thoſe chat re- 
lieved Chriſt in an 71 leaft o his Bretfiren.) 
For though they had Tex Thouſand times mord ; 
| for him. that Bounty mi of Grac &, which her - — * | 
ſows ſucb. an Heaven, ſuch a Nin n, and fp 07 i 
great Honours far things. 4 {mall and vile, us he. | 
We preſume not, Bleſſed Lord, to plead 
Merit for che Bread, the Water, the Old 


we have done for thy Sake to An 


Cloaths, or any other, little Office of Love, 
'of chy Bre⸗ 
thren ; yet we are ſure tho wilt recompence 
2 ag gn tothine gf ite Bounty, for 


kay, 1.9 rack, Fane ee 39. Job 
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Pſal. 112. in. 82 rnard ures that Cultom, |} 
; of t op, it Fa 15 ir Alms in e 
e Of thel theic Attn % | 
Conſul. 1.4. StTEEtS, why che moſt needy, bur the 
e. 8 Strongeſt is Ture. bod off the greareft mare. 
That we may ly ich, Way e our 
Charity, „ Text teac s do de ie on 
ſuch as [Ax Wane; and among the 4 77 ö 
to prefer generally, tha whoſe Piety and = 
Virtues Fender them the fitteſt Rep feat 
of Chriſt. It's the Hun 4 worn 
muſt give our Bread, {Re aked on v rol we 
muſt beſtow Cloachs; the deſtitute trangers 
we muſt lodge, and 55 r 25 we are able, ve 
muſt pals by none, ' whoſe Neceſſities are im- 
rtunate, though the "themſelves ſhould be 
ent. But ſince it is impoſſible that one Man's 
Alms ſhould be ſufficient to extend to, and 
relieye every Individual in great Want, we 
ought to prefer thoſe, whom we may reaſo- 
nably preſume deareſt to Chrift. Such pious 
Gal. 6.18 Poor/as art of the Houſh#id of Faith, And a- 
mogg ſuch, Lam ſure thoſe ought to be recko- 
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not only aſter their Example be {in to din but to-be 
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Was more: valuable for theif; 1 el A- 
12 80 775 antes ie Laue Se 19/6 
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"And if, Ys ene ini — one of them 
to be the Angel of the Covenant, or Ch 

ſelf in a Prelude to his "Incarnation, © ere is 
noRoom to Wonder at his faſte; but uch 


to reproach our felves when ever we To back- 


Ward to give, when weknbw it is Chrift him- 
Ter, that im the Perſon of the Poor Man, is 
F up to àsk of us an Alms. For What 1s 
| ons Chtift ought to coe from us us freely: 


570 


horch of Corinth, that they had 
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him to dance Attendance. Therefore ſays 
Solomon in the preceeding Verſe, Mithbold not 


good foom bim to 2hom it is due, "when it is in 
the Power of thine Hand to give. When you have 
an Alms to give, and a proper Object ſtands ' 


ready to receive, ſuch a proper Seaſon to give 
an Alms makes it Chriſt's Due and his; and 


he is rude that puts him off till the Morrow, 
much more he that puts off all his Charity to 


his laſt Will. Such Men are compared to thoſe 


little Earthen Boxes, which have an Hole to 


take in, but none to take out Money, till the 

are broken; hoarding up all, and parting wit 
nothing, till Death break them in pieces like 4 
Potters Veſſel, But the _ is as great to de- 
fer our Charity, as our Repentance to the 
laſt; that being as likely to be prevented or 
not accepted then, as this. He that hath no 
Charity while he lives, may want a heart to 
ive, as well as to repent at the Hour of Death: 
d there is no more Virtue in giving part of 
your Goods or even all to the Poor, when you 
can enjoy them no longer your ſelves, than in 
reſolving to leave your Sins, when you ſee 
you can live no longer to indulge them. He 
that if he were never to die, would never give 
any thing to the Poor, gives nothing for 
Chriſt's Sake; nor can he juſtly expect any 
Reward from Chriſt for a Charitable Lega- 


8 to the Poor that ſurvive him, if he have 


ffered any to ſtarve and die before him for 


I *4pant of his Seaſonable Relief. 


* An babe, whom bis Lord, when 


4. This obliges us to be conſtant, and perſeveripg 


eur Charity. Since when we feed the Hun- 
| 1 'cloath the Naked, we are kind to 


| himſelf; may not I ſafely pronounce 
n bi, Y Leeb fool 
2 find 


* — 
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find ſo doing. Solomon's Advice is, Let not Mer- 

cy forſake thee, On which Words St. Chryſo- 

Chryſ.in ſtom ſays, It is not ſaid to do One or Two, 
Prefar. «7 Ten or an Hundred Acts of Mercy, and then 
3 off; but never leave off: Nay, it is not 
© ſaid, do not thou forſake Mercy, but for the 
greater Emphaſis, let not Mercy forſake 

_ © thee. As if he had ſaid, thou wilt be a grea- 

© terLoſer than the Poor, ſnouldſt thou outlive 

© thy Charity, and ceaſe to be merciful. So 

Prov. 3 3. that as it follows, it concerns thee to bind it 
about thy Neck, as the Nobles did the Badges 


of their Honour, which they were afraid to 


loſe ; write it on the Table of thine Heart, that 
neither Length of Time norStrength of Temp- 
tation may ever weaken its Influences. 

Envy it ſelf, cannot but ſay, that we have 
done well in beginning this Charitable Meet- 
ing; and I hope none of us will ever grow 
weary of Well-doing ; but according to, and 


even beyond his Power to his Lives End, ſnew 


himſelf ready to relieve Chriſt in theſe his 
and our deſtitute Brethren and Fellow-Mem- 
bers: And oo Charity will at once 
ſecure | and inhance our Reward from our 
merciful Judge, when we ſhall ſtand at his 
Tribunal. And now I come 

To cloſe vb Tus or Three uſeful Inferences from 
the preceeding Conſiderations ; as they tend, 


1. To explain ſome Paſſages in the Primi- 


tive Writers, groſly perverted by the Church of 
Rome, in favour of Tranſubſtantiation. 
2. To evince the Obligations of Chriſtians 
to Charity, to be much greater than of Hea- 
tbens, Fews, or Alabometant. And, 


3. To 
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| Romaniſts called the Father 


to the Exchariſt; yet the Advocates | 
+ ſurd Doctrine, think this a ſufficient Anſwer 


— > — 


3. To ſuggeſt ſome ſuitable Advice to all 


that expect Alms of their Chriſtian Brethren. 


( 1.) For the firſt, St. Chryſofom is by the 
Tranſubſtantiation, - 
chiefly for a Paſſage in his 82 Homily on St. 
Matthew, exhorting, That God's Word ſhould be 
of more Authority with us, than our Reaſon and 
Right. And fince bis Ward ſaith, this it my Body, 


| let us be perſuaded of it, and believe it. Now 
| 2 he applies this to Baptiſm, in which 
no Tranſi 


ubſtantiation is — as wy As 
or that ab- 


to all our Arguments againſt it from Senſe 
and Reaſon. ' But their Plea will appear till 
more unreaſonable, if we compare what the 
ſame Father faith of a Poor Man elſewhere, 
with what he- here ſays of the Sacraments. 
* When 
* be 

fore when you ſee a poor Man, remember 
© his Words by which he ſignifies, that it is 
© He himſelf, whom you feed. For tho' what 
© is ſeen is not Chriſt, yet under this Shape 
he asks and receives. I ask now, whether 
any Man will from theſe Words infer a Sub- 
ſtantial Change of the poor Man into Chriſt, 
or that the poor Man ceaſes to be a Man ? 
Can any Man imagine, but that this Father 


allows us to believe what we ſee, that the 


Poor Man is a Man, when he exhorts us to 
believe more than we ſee, that in him we feed 


' \ Chriſt himſelf? Is not Chriſt himſelf a Form 


25 reſtrictive as ' Chriſt's own Body, and his. 
own proper Blood ? And if ſuch Proofs as 
Chriſt nouriſhes us with his own Blood muſt needs 


C 2 infer 


1, ſaith he, we give to the Poor, let us ch 
affected as giving to Chriſt; for his Words Hom. 89. 
© are more certain than our Sight. There- in . 
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Chryſoft. infer a Subſtantial Change in the Euchariſt, | 
— muſt not this Saying, * ben aus ige the poor 
"2; C. © Man, we ſee Chriſt himſelf, and you refuſe 
melin, E. to give Bread to bim bimſelſ, who was given 
dick. 1603. © for you ; will not theſe, by as good Logick 

infer a Tranſubſtantiation in the Object of 
our Charity; ſo that this muſt be the Father's 
Meaning, that both in the Sacraments, and 
the Object of Charity, we muſt believe what 
we fee, that the Element of Baptiſm is 
Water, the Elements of the Euchariſt are 
Bread and Wine, and the poor Man a Man; 
and that we muſt believe what we do not ſee, 
that the Water in Baptiſm is the Laver of Re- 
: generation; that inthe Bread and Wine Chriſt , 
is as truly and really communicated to us, a 
# he receives out Alms himſelf in and by the. 
| poor Mai” ''-1. 20 oo bo dj he gens: 
 # (2.) The Chriſtian's Obligations to Alms-giving, . 
: are far greater than Heathens, Jews,: or Maho- 
metans; who are Strangers 1% thoſe Moti ves and 
Direct ions that are peculiar to- the Gſpel. Some In- 
ſtances of Charity among Heathens we meet q 
with in Hiſtory, that among Chriſtians may 
paſs for Wonders. As when L. Fabius Sold | 
. his Eſtate to ranſom Captives, enſlav'd by 
Zul. Max. Hannibal. Such was T. Veſpatian, who never 
1 4. c. 8. ſent a Petitioner away fad, and ut. Night la- 
mented at his Misfortune, if he had done 
good to no one that Day. ep. | 
| Buxtorf. Buxtorf tells us, that the Fews-never begin 
Synog. a Feaſt, till they have firſt called in ſome poor 
Jud. c. 7, Man to be their Taſter, and to partake with 
them in their good Chear; and that inſtead 
p of the daily Sacrifice, which during their Ex- 
| ile from Fer»ſalewis ceaſed, every Man be- 
W ows every Day when he prays a piece of 
we, oney on the Poor. And in their diſperſed, 
!!! 8 State 
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riß, State, they take every where ſuch Care of 


poor their Poor, that there is no ſuch thing as a 

fuſe Beggar ſeen among them. 1 

iven | nd for the ometans, we are aſſured 

gick creditable Travellers, and particularly Sir 

t of P. Ricaut, that Hoſpitals are as frequent in 

hers | Tori as in Chriſtendom, and as well endowed: : 

and And patticularly thar at Ardebel, the Kitchen | 

vhat of an Hoſpital maintains a Thouſand Per- 

n is ſons with 4 Meals every Day. | 

are. But will not Charitable Heathens, Fews, 

3 and Mahometans rife. up in Judgment againft, 

lee, and condemn Uncharitable Chriſtians ? Have 

Re- they any ſuch ſtrong Motives,to Chatity, as 

rift . thoſe our Rogen furniſhes us with, and 1 

a5 f have been pre 10 on you? And ſhall mere | 
he. Humanity and Compaſſion for their own 
* Kind itt diftreſs prevail more on them, than | 
g the Humanity together with Gratitude to our 

0 Redeomer can on us? We are taught to be- 

nd lieve, that the Alms we give to the Poor, are 


n- given to Chriſt himſelf, and received as done 
2 to himſelf ; and ic Will be a ſhime for us, if 
we do not more. for the Poor on this fatther 


4 View, than Men of other Religions do out 
57 of pity to a poor Man without any farther 
r Proſpect. ; dis pi yt 
— (z.) Laſtly, This may ſuggeſt to all that 
8 need and expect the Charity of orbers, how to 


behave, themſelves that they may mat be diſappoint= 

1 el, even as becomes Chriſt's Brethren and Repre- 

? 47 Pang” m_ Wh is* done to the 

) leaſt of theſe my Brethren is done to me. On (6,66. 

which St. ee thus deſcants. What ſay- Hon in 

# eſt thou Lord ! The (leaſt of thy. Brechiren ? Matp.677. 

* Can any of thy Brethren be little? Yes, 2 

© Therefore are they Chriſt's Brethten, be- 

# cauſe lowly and little in their own _ 
* * . 


* 
7 
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Mat.11- 
29. 


—_ q —_ uw 


It is the Intereſt then, as well as the Duty of 
2 poor Man to be humble and modeſt ; nor 
can any expect to be treated as Chriſt's Bre- 
thren, that are proud and inſolent. He that 
is little in his own Account, and hath learnt 
from —_ be meek and lowly in heart, will be 
thankful for the leaſt Alms, and thankfulneſs 
for a little one, will make way for, and in- 
vite 2 greater : Eſpecially when Piety joined 
with Humility, makes him appear like one of 
Chriſt's Brethren. For though a Wicked Man, 
as a Man, is one of Chriſt's Brethren, a Par- 
taker of the ſameHumane Nature, and as ſuch 
ought to be relieved for Chriſt's ſake in his 
Extremity : Yet Men are not generally fo 
apt to pity the Prophane and Vicious, as the 
Religious and Virtuous Poor; and when we 


are not able.to relieve both, we are bound in 


Duty to prefer the better Man. A poor Fel- 
low, that haunts the Tippling-Houſes, and 
ſends his Children about the Country a beg- 
ging ; that will maintain his Vices, though 
e ſuffer his Family to ſtarve; that is oft ſeen 
at his Neighbour's Door begging an Alms, but 
ſeldom or never ſeen in God's Houſe at Pray- 
ers or the Sacrament; how can ſuch a profef['d 
Enemy to Chriſt expect to be treated as one 
of his Brethren ? Let every one then, that 
needs and 1 the Alms of others, take 
care not to diſcourage their Charity by his 
Inſolence and Prophaneneſs; but rather in- 
vite it by manifeſting in his modeſt Behavi- 
d Religious Converſation, that he is 
indeed one of Chriſt's Brethren ; and then 
every one that loves Chriſt will be ſure to be 


1 ſhall 


A 


Chriſtian Motives to Alms-deeds. f 19 


* ſhall cloſe up this Diſcourſe with the ri de 


Words of St. Cyprian, in his Sermon about — aw 
p. 129. 


Alms-deeds, allowing my ſelf ſome ſmall La- 
titude in the Tranſlation. © How may Satan, 
* faith he, with his Train of Sinners and 
© Traytors exule over Chriſt, and fay, Be- 
© hold thoſe with me! I never was buffeted, 
I never was ſcourged, I never was crucified 


for them, I never redeemed this Family of 


mine at the price of my Blood. Nay I ne- 
ver promiſed them the Reſtoration of Pa- 
radiſe, nor the Kingdom of Heaven for the 
Encouragement of their Service : Yet when 
ever I call, they are ready with their Per- 
ſons and their Purſes to ſerve me. It's not 
the Superfluities only of their Eſtate, they 
are willing to part with for me, but even 


their Al, are they ready to gratifie me with. 


c 

Cc 

c 

* 

6 

c 

c 

6 

4 

© They ſtick not to beggar themſelves, their 

Wives and Children to oblige me. Shew 

© me, O Jeſus, ſhew me any of thy Servants 

© ſo liberal for thee, as all mine are for me. 

© The Richeſt of thy Followers will not give 

© half ſo much to relieve thy diſtreſſed Bre- 

* thren, though thou haſt declared thy Re- 

© ception of it as done to thy ſelf, as any one of 
© my prodigal Slaves will at my Suggeſtion 

lay out cheerfully on their Whores or their 

© Bottles. How few haſt thou, that will ho- 

©-nour thee with their Subſtance for Heaven, 

© as mine do me for no other Wages but Hell? 
© And what my Brethren '(as he patheti- 
cally proceeds) what can we ſay to theſe 

© Things, or how can we excuſe that ſordid 
© Avarice, that ſo groſly affronts our God and 
© Saviour, and increaſes the Taunts and 

n Triumphs of his Adverſary? Chriſt hath 

S rald thee plainly, what he ex 
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